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SPACES

SPACES is an immersive experience that merges 

contemporary performance with the ancient art 

of storytelling. SPACES goes beyond site-specif-

ic, it is place-specific: each SPACES piece is built 

around the site of its performance, but above all, 

it is created and performed with the local com-

munity that gives this place its life and identity. 

At the heart of the piece, local residents share 

intimate real-life stories. By weaving these 

together with dance, music, and multimedia, 

SPACES transports audiences to a place where 

the magical and the quotidian meet. More than a 

performance, SPACES aims to use storytelling, 

one of the oldest human traditions,  to bring our 

focus back to our communities, one story at a 

time. 

Run time:

60-90 minutes

Appropriate for 

all ages

Audience size:

50-100 

Venue should be 

wheelchair 

accessible

https://vimeo.com/242943428

SPACES: Harlem - Watch the Trailer



Gathered into groups of a dozen guests and led by charis-

matic dancers who double as silent guides, audience mem-

bers embark on a journey through music, dance, and mul-

timedia imagery. As their exploration takes them deeper 

into the maze, they encounter storytellers who, through a 

tale, a poem, or a song, share authentic and intimate 

moments of their lives. Every turn is a surprise, as guests 

might come across a new story, a new world of music, 

projections and dance, or another group of guests, on a 

journey of their own. 

THE AUDIENCE EXPERIENCE

“Our 2017 annual theater commission, Kaimera’s SPACES: Harlem, transformed an 

historic space that has served as a cornerstone of the community for years. It brought to 

light the many beautiful moments, unsung histories, and voices from the margins that 

capture the essence of our neighborhood, and lovingly shared it through a series of ritu-

als and oral narratives to a very diverse crowd. Harlemites old and new, and visitors 

alike could appreciate the stories, and feel connected to the space." 

 

“A unique collaboration of community residents and innovative artists, presented 

through spoken word, dance and music. Performed in a landmark Harlem structure, the 

work provided unique Harlem insights, with spirit, excitement and emotion!”  

John T. Reddick - Harlem Resident, Columbia University Community Scholar

J.J. El-Far -  Co-Founder, Board Chair, Harlem Arts Festival

At the climax of the piece, groups meet at the heart of the space to witness storytellers and guides 

come together to perform a final dance ritual - one of fellowship and togetherness. The SPACES 

experience toes the line between the intimate and the grandiose, the personal and the communal, the 

quotidian and the magical. At its heart, it aims to remind us of the depth, diversity, and beauty of our 

communities. 



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The local community is central to SPACES and its 

success. Working closely with residents, local 

non-profit organizations, arts centers, and busi-

nesses, ensures that the project has relevancy and 

that the community has an active voice in its 

creation and production. In turn, SPACES can 

then serve as a tool for local community engage-

ment, in a way that leaves a lasting impact long 

after the curtain falls. 

Community engagement before and after the show 

may include: 

- Workshops that teach the basics of storytelling to 

local residents;

- “Story nights”, at which local residents are invited 

to come together and share stories with one anoth-

er in a safe and pressure-free environment;

- Storytelling activities for audiences to participate 

in after experiencing the performance.

“My experience as a storyteller was amazing. The fact that so many people were 

intrigued by my story was an eye-opening experience for me. I never thought that my 

story would touch people. I am glad I got to experience that." 

“To be able to share the story of my 12th birthday while having movers act it out was 

exciting and touching. It was little moments like these that give light to what Harlem is 

about and what it means to grow up in a community like Harlem. To share those moment 

in a time when Harlem is at a crucial turning point is both important and powerful.”  

Havanna Fisher - Harlem Resident & SPACES: Harlem Storyteller

Blake Hunt - Harlem Resident & SPACES: Harlem Storyteller



HOW WE CREATE SPACES

1) Identifying a theme 

Through research and dialogue with community members, the team identifies a topic or a question that 

that the community is grappling with. This will be the unifying element behind the stories, as well as the 

other elements of the pieces design.

2) Choosing a venue

The space chosen should be accessible to all and must enable a 

multi-room immersive experience. It must also have signifi-

cance to the community historically or socially. Occasionally 

the venue is selected first, and the theme of the piece emerges 

from its history and role in the community. 

3) Finding storytellers

We find storytellers by using a combination of approaches, 

including reaching out to local partners, hosting storytelling 

events, and word of mouth.

4) Recruiting local talent 

Our team will work with local dancers, musicians, stage managers, and occasionally choreographers, DJs, 

and video designers. Artists are selected prior to our team’s arrival and begin their preparation through 

virtual creative meetings.

5) Developing material 

The creative team generates choreography, music and video content, based on the theme chosen for the 

piece, and the stories prepared by the local residents.

6) Rehearsing 

The rehearsal period takes between two to four weeks and is focused on working with storytellers and 

performers, as well as bringing the different design elements together to form a cohesive and unique 

experience. 

Unlike a touring show, each SPACES piece is a brand new, original show created with and for each com-

munity that hosts it. The Kaimera Productions team builds SPACES from the ground up, following 

these 6 main steps:



Through performances created collaboratively by experts in and outside of the arts, Kaimera 

Productions [kai-mee-rah] provides platforms for audiences to come together in dialogue and 

examine some of the hardest questions our global society faces. Kaimera creates original perfor-

mances and live experiences that blend theater, music, dance, multimedia, visual arts and more. 

Kaimera is an international company based in New York City and Paris, with ongoing projects in 

the United States, France, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, and India.

The SPACES creative team includes Kaimera Productions Co-Artistic Directors Jonathan 

Camuzeaux and Simón Adinia Hanukai, and Choreographer Lauren Cox.

KAIMERA PRODUCTIONS
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To bring SPACES to your community, 

contact us at info@kaimeraproductions.com!

SPACES is a Kaimera Productions project. Learn more about Kaimera 

Productions and the team behind SPACES on our website: 

www.kaimeraproductions.com

WORKING WITH A LOCAL PRODUCER

It is essential for the Kaimera team to partner with 

a local producer or producing organization, that 

knows the local community and has experience in 

producing artistic events in the area where 

SPACES is presented. This collaborator serves as 

the liaison with the local community on all produ-

corial needs, including communicating with local 

partners, searching for local storytellers, fundrais-

ing, marketing, etc. This role becomes especially 

important in the case of a language barrier. 


